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CHAPTER 36 

A Centurion Shows Great Faith 

MATTHEW 8:5-13  LUKE 7:1-10 

• AN ARMY OFFICER’S SLAVE IS HEALED 

• THOSE WITH FAITH WILL BE BLESSED 

(Matthew 8:5-13) When he entered 
Ca·perʹna·um, an army officer came to him, 
pleading with him 6 and saying: “Sir, my 
servant is laid up in the house with paralysis, 
and he is suffering terribly.” 7 He said to him: 
“When I get there, I will cure him.” 8 The army 
officer replied: “Sir, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof, but just say the word and 
my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man 
under authority, having soldiers under me, and 
I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to 
another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my 
slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus 
heard that, he was amazed and said to those 
following him: “I tell you the truth, with no one 
in Israel have I found so great a faith. 11 But I 
tell you that many from east and west will come 
and recline at the table with Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of the 
heavens; 12 whereas the sons of the Kingdom 
will be thrown into the darkness outside. There 
is where their weeping and the gnashing of 
their teeth will be.” 13 Then Jesus said to the 
army officer: “Go. Just as you have shown 
faith, so let it come to pass for you.” And the 
servant was healed in that hour. 

(Luke 7:1-10) When he had completed what he 
had to say to the people, he entered 
Ca·perʹna·um. 2 Now an army officer’s slave, 
who was dear to him, was seriously ill and 
about to pass away. 3 When he heard about 
Jesus, he sent some elders of the Jews to him 
to ask him to come and make his slave well. 
4 They came up to Jesus and began to plead 
with him earnestly, saying: “He is worthy of 
your granting him this, 5 for he loves our nation 
and he himself built our synagogue.” 6 So 

Jesus went with them. But when he was not far 
from the house, the army officer had already 
sent friends to say to him: “Sir, do not bother, 
for I am not worthy to have you come under my 
roof. 7 That is why I did not consider myself 
worthy to come to you. But say the word, and 
let my servant be healed. 8 For I too am a man 
placed under authority, having soldiers under 
me, and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, 
and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to 
my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 9 When 
Jesus heard these things, he was amazed at 
him, and he turned to the crowd following him 
and said: “I tell you, not even in Israel have I 
found so great a faith.” 10 And when those who 
had been sent returned to the house, they 
found the slave in good health. 

Paragraph 2 on Page 93  

(Matthew 8:6) and saying: “Sir, my servant is 
laid up in the house with paralysis, and he is 
suffering terribly.” 

(Luke 7:4, 5) They came up to Jesus and 
began to plead with him earnestly, saying: “He 
is worthy of your granting him this, 5 for he 
loves our nation and he himself built our 
synagogue.” 

Paragraph 3 on Page 93  

(Luke 7:6, 7) So Jesus went with them. But 
when he was not far from the house, the army 
officer had already sent friends to say to him: 
“Sir, do not bother, for I am not worthy to have 
you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not 
consider myself worthy to come to you. But say 
the word, and let my servant be healed. 

(Matthew 8:9) For I too am a man under 
authority, having soldiers under me, and I say 
to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, 
‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do 
this!’ and he does it.” 
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Paragraph 4 on Page 93  

(Acts 10:28) He said to them: “You well know 
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or 
approach a man of another race, and yet God 
has shown me that I should call no man defiled 
or unclean. 

(Luke 7:7) That is why I did not consider myself 
worthy to come to you. But say the word, and 
let my servant be healed. 

Paragraph 5 on Page 93  

(Luke 7:9) When Jesus heard these things, he 
was amazed at him, and he turned to the 
crowd following him and said: “I tell you, not 
even in Israel have I found so great a faith.” 

Paragraph 6 on Page 93  

(Matthew 8:11, 12) But I tell you that many 
from east and west will come and recline at the 
table with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the 
Kingdom of the heavens; 12 whereas the sons 
of the Kingdom will be thrown into the darkness 
outside. There is where their weeping and the 
gnashing of their teeth will be.”  

[Box on page 93] 

◇Why do Jews plead on behalf of a Gentile 

army officer? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

__________________________________ 

◇What may explain why the centurion has not 

asked Jesus to enter his house? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

__________________________________ 

◇What prospect for Gentiles does Jesus 

highlight? 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
__________________________________ 

 

 


