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CHAPTER 55
Jesus’ Words Shock Many

(John 6:48-71) “I am the bread of life. 49 Your
forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness
and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that
comes down from heaven, so that anyone may
eat of it and not die. 511 am the living bread
that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of
this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the
bread that | will give is my flesh in behalf of the
life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to
argue with one another, saying: “How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said
to them: “Most truly | say to you, unless you eat
the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood,
you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has
everlasting life, and | will resurrect him on the
last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my
flesh and drinks my blood remains in union
with me, and | in union with him. 57 Just as the
living Father sent me and I live because of the
Father, so also the one who feeds on me will
live because of me. 58 This is the bread that
came down from heaven. It is not as when your
forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on
this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these
things as he was teaching in a synagogue in
Ca-per'na-um. 60 When they heard this, many
of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking;
who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in
himself that his disciples were murmuring
about this, said to them: “Does this stumble
you? 62 What, therefore, if you should see the
Son of man ascending to where he was
before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the
flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that | have
spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But
there are some of you who do not believe.” For
Jesus knew from the beginning those who did
not believe and the one who would betray him.
65 He went on to say: “This is why | have said
to you, no one can come to me unless it is
granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this,

many of his disciples went off to the things
behind and would no longer walk with him.
67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not
want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter
answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away
to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We
have believed and have come to know that you
are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered
them: “I chose you twelve, did | not? Yet one of
you is a slanderer.” 71He was, in fact,
speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is-car'i-ot,
for this one was going to betray him, although
he was one of the Twelve.
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(John 6:48-51) “I am the bread of life. 49 Your
forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness
and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that
comes down from heaven, so that anyone may
eat of it and not die. 511 am the living bread
that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of
this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the
bread that | will give is my flesh in behalf of the
life of the world.”
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(John 6:52) Then the Jews began to argue with
one another, saying: “How can this man give
us his flesh to eat?”
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(John 6:53-56) So Jesus said to them: “Most
truly | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of man and drink his blood, you have
no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my
flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life,
and | will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for
my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my
blood remains in union with me, and | in union
with him.
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(Genesis 9:4) Only flesh with its life—its
blood—you must not eat.

(Leviticus 17:10, 11) “If any man of the house
of Israel or any foreigner who is residing in
your midst eats any sort of blood, I will certainly
set my face against the one who is eating the
blood, and | will cut him off from among his
people. 11 For the life of the flesh is in the
blood, and | myself have given it on the altar
for you to make atonement for yourselves,
because it is the blood that makes atonement
by means of the life in it.

(John 6:60) When they heard this, many of his
disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who
can listen to it?”
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(John 6:61-64) But Jesus, knowing in himself
that his disciples were murmuring about this,
said to them: “Does this stumble you? 62 What,
therefore, if you should see the Son of man
ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the
spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at
all. The sayings that | have spoken to you are
spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the
beginning those who did not believe and the
one who would betray him.
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(John 6:67-69) So Jesus said to the Twelve:
“You do not want to go also, do you?”
68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom
shall we go away to? You have sayings of
everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have
come to know that you are the Holy One of
God.”
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(John 6:70) Jesus answered them: “|I chose
you twelve, did | not? Yet one of you is a
slanderer.”

[Box on page 135]

OHow does Jesus give his flesh to people,
and how can someone ‘eat Jesus’ flesh’?

OWhy are people shocked at what Jesus says
about his flesh and blood, but what is he
emphasizing?

OWhen many quit following Jesus, what is
Peter’s reaction?




