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CHAPTER 58 

He Multiplies Loaves and Warns About 
Leaven 

(Matthew 15:32-16:12) But Jesus called his 
disciples to him and said: “I feel pity for the 
crowd, because they have already stayed with 
me for three days and they have had nothing to 
eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, 
for they may give out on the road.” 
33 However, the disciples said to him: “Where 
in this isolated place are we going to get 
enough bread to satisfy a crowd of this size?” 
34 At this Jesus said to them: “How many 
loaves do you have?” They said: “Seven, and a 
few small fish.” 35 So after instructing the 
crowd to recline on the ground, 36 he took the 
seven loaves and the fish, and after offering 
thanks, he broke them and began giving them 
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the crowds. 37 And all ate and were satisfied, 
and they took up seven large baskets full of 
leftover fragments. 38 Now those eating were 
4,000 men, as well as women and young 
children. 39 Finally, after sending the crowds 
away, he got into the boat and came into the 
region of Magʹa·dan.  

16 Here the Pharisees and Sadducees 
approached him, and to test him, they asked 
him to display to them a sign from heaven. 2 In 
reply he said to them: “When evening falls, you 
say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is fire-
red,’ 3 and in the morning, ‘It will be wintry, 
rainy weather today, for the sky is fire-red but 
gloomy.’ You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the sky, but the signs of the 
times you cannot interpret. 4 A wicked and 
adulterous generation keeps seeking a sign, 
but no sign will be given it except the sign of 
Joʹnah.” With that he went away, leaving them 
behind. 5 Now the disciples crossed to the 
other side and forgot to take bread along. 
6 Jesus said to them: “Keep your eyes open 
and watch out for the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees.” 7 So they began to reason 

among themselves, saying: “We did not take 
any loaves along.” 8 Knowing this, Jesus said: 
“Why are you discussing among yourselves 
that you have no loaves, you with little faith? 
9 Do you not yet see the point, or do you not 
remember the five loaves in the case of the 
5,000 and how many baskets you took up? 
10 Or the seven loaves in the case of the 4,000 
and how many large baskets you took up? 
11 How is it you do not discern that I did not 
speak to you about bread? But watch out for 
the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
12 Then they grasped that he said to watch 
out, not for the leaven of bread, but for the 
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

(Mark 8:1-21) In those days, there was again a 
large crowd, and they had nothing to eat. So 
he summoned the disciples and said to them: 
2 “I feel pity for the crowd, because they have 
already stayed with me for three days and they 
have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them off to their 
homes hungry, they will give out on the road, 
and some of them are from far away.” 4 But his 
disciples answered him: “From where will 
anyone get enough bread in this isolated place 
to satisfy these people?” 5 At this he asked 
them: “How many loaves do you have?” They 
said: “Seven.” 6 And he instructed the crowd to 
recline on the ground. Then he took the seven 
loaves, gave thanks, broke them, and began 
giving them to his disciples to serve, and they 
served them to the crowd. 7 They also had a 
few small fish, and blessing these, he told them 
to serve these also. 8 So they ate and were 
satisfied, and they took up seven large baskets 
full of leftover fragments. 9 Now there were 
about 4,000 men. Then he sent them away. 
10 Immediately he boarded the boat with his 
disciples and came into the region of 
Dal·ma·nuʹtha. 11 Here the Pharisees came 
and started disputing with him, demanding 
from him a sign from heaven, to put him to the 
test. 12 So he sighed deeply in his spirit and 
said: “Why does this generation seek a sign? 
Truly I say, no sign will be given to this 
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generation.” 13 With that he left them, got 
aboard again, and went to the opposite shore. 
14 However, they forgot to take bread along, 
and they had nothing with them in the boat 
except for one loaf. 15 And he warned them in 
no uncertain terms: “Keep your eyes open; 
look out for the leaven of the Pharisees and the 
leaven of Herod.” 16 So they began arguing 
with one another over the fact that they had no 
bread. 17 Noting this, he said to them: “Why do 
you argue over your having no bread? Do you 
not yet perceive and understand? Are your 
hearts still dull in understanding? 18 ‘Though 
having eyes, do you not see; and though 
having ears, do you not hear?’ Do you not 
remember 19 when I broke the five loaves for 
the 5,000 men, how many baskets full of 
fragments you collected?” They said to him: 
“Twelve.” 20 “When I broke the seven loaves 
for the 4,000 men, how many large baskets full 
of fragments did you take up?” And they said to 
him: “Seven.” 21 With that he said to them: “Do 
you not yet understand?” 

Paragraph 2 on Page 140  

(Mark 8:2-4) “I feel pity for the crowd, because 
they have already stayed with me for three 
days and they have nothing to eat. 3 If I send 
them off to their homes hungry, they will give 
out on the road, and some of them are from far 
away.” 4 But his disciples answered him: “From 
where will anyone get enough bread in this 
isolated place to satisfy these people?” 

Paragraph 3 on Page 140  

(Matthew 15:34) At this Jesus said to them: 
“How many loaves do you have?” They said: 
“Seven, and a few small fish.” 

Paragraph 5 on Page 140  

(Matthew 16:2, 3) In reply he said to them: 
“When evening falls, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is fire-red,’ 3 and in the 
morning, ‘It will be wintry, rainy weather today, 
for the sky is fire-red but gloomy.’ You know 

how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but 
the signs of the times you cannot interpret. 

Paragraph 6 on Page 140  

(Mark 8:15-17) And he warned them in no 
uncertain terms: “Keep your eyes open; look 
out for the leaven of the Pharisees and the 
leaven of Herod.” 16 So they began arguing 
with one another over the fact that they had no 
bread. 17 Noting this, he said to them: “Why do 
you argue over your having no bread? Do you 
not yet perceive and understand? Are your 
hearts still dull in understanding? 

Paragraph 7 on Page 140  

(Mark 8:18-20) ‘Though having eyes, do you 
not see; and though having ears, do you not 
hear?’ Do you not remember 19 when I broke 
the five loaves for the 5,000 men, how many 
baskets full of fragments you collected?” They 
said to him: “Twelve.” 20 “When I broke the 
seven loaves for the 4,000 men, how many 
large baskets full of fragments did you take 
up?” And they said to him: “Seven.” 

Paragraph 1 on Page 141  

(Matthew 16:11) How is it you do not discern 
that I did not speak to you about bread? But 
watch out for the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.” 

Paragraph 2 on Page 141  

(Matthew 16:12) Then they grasped that he 
said to watch out, not for the leaven of bread, 
but for the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. 
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[Box on page 141] 

◇Why do people flock to Jesus? 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
__________________________________ 

◇When Jesus mentions leaven, what do the 

disciples mistakenly think? 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
__________________________________ 

◇What does Jesus mean by the expression 

“the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees”? 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
__________________________________ 


