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PLEASE NOTE - The references below are taken from 

the 86-19 Index. Many verses have additional references 
that have not been included due to time & space. We are 
encouraged to do additional personal research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*** w18 February p. 19 What Does It Mean to Be 
a Spiritual Person? *** 
WHAT IS A SPIRITUAL PERSON? 
3 The apostle Paul helps us to understand what 
a spiritual person is by drawing a contrast be-
tween a “spiritual man” and “a physical man.” 
(Read 1 Corinthians 2:14-16.) What is the differ-
ence? The “physical man” is described as not 
accepting “the things of the spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him; and he cannot get to 
know them.” On the other hand, “the spiritual 
man” is someone who “examines all things” and 
who has “the mind of Christ.” Paul encourages us 
to be spiritual people. In what other ways do 
physical and spiritual individuals differ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*** it-2 p. 53 Jesus Christ *** 
Wisdom is manifest only by being expressed in 
some way. God’s own wisdom was expressed in 
creation (Pr 3:19, 20) but through his Son. (Com-
pare 1Co 8:6.) So, too, God’s wise purpose in-
volving mankind is made manifest through, and 
summed up in, his Son, Jesus Christ. Thus, the 
apostle could say that Christ represents “the 
power of God and the wisdom of God” and that 
Christ Jesus “has become to us wisdom from 

God, also righteousness and sanctification and 
release by ransom.”—1Co 1:24, 30; compare 
1Co 2:7, 8; Pr 8:1, 10, 18-21. 
 
 

*** w90 10/1 p. 20 par. 18 Keep Seeking the 
Kingdom and God’s Righteousness *** 

; however, to those who are the called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. Because a foolish thing of God is 
wiser than men, and a weak thing of God is 
stronger than men.” (1 Corinthians 1:22-25) 
Christ Jesus is a manifestation of God’s power 
and wisdom and is God’s means of righteous-
ness and everlasting life for obedient mankind. 
“There is no salvation in anyone else, for there is 
not another name under heaven that has been 
given among men by which we must get 
saved.”—Acts 4:12. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*** w14 6/15 p. 24 par. 6 Do You View Human 
Weakness as Jehovah Does? *** 
6 Interestingly, in writing to the Corinthians, Paul 
used the words “weak” and “weakness” in refer-
ence to the way unbelievers perceived first-
century Christians and also to the way he felt 
about himself. 
 
*** it-1 p. 1000 Greece, Greeks *** 
They endeavored to solve some of the major 
questions of life and of the universe by process 
of human logic (and speculation). Thus, the 
Greeks considered themselves the intelligentsia 
of the ancient world. Paul’s first letter to the Co-
rinthians put such human wisdom and intellectu-
alism in its proper place, when, among other 
things, he said: “If anyone among you thinks he 
is wise in this system of things, let him become a 
fool, that he may become wise. . . . ‘Jehovah 

(1 Corinthians 1:24) 24 However, to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 

14 But a physical man does not accept the 
things of the spirit of God, for they are foolish-
ness to him; and he cannot get to know them, 
because they are examined spiritually. 
15 However, the spiritual man examines all 
things, but he himself is not examined by any 
man. 16 For “who has come to know the mind of 
Jehovah, so that he may instruct him?” But we 
do have the mind of Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 1:27) 27 but God chose the fool-
ish things of the world to put the wise men to 
shame; and God chose the weak things of the 

world to put the strong things to shame; 
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knows that the reasonings of the wise men are 
futile.’” (1Co 1:17-31; 2:4-13; 3:18-20) Despite all 
their philosophical debates and investigations, 
their writings show they found no genuine basis 
for hope. As Professors J. R. S. Sterrett and 
Samuel Angus point out: “No literature contains 
more pathetic laments over the sorrows of life, 
the passing of love, the deceitfulness of hope, 
and the ruthlessness of death.”—Funk and Wag-
nalls New Standard Bible Dictionary, 1936, 
p. 313. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*** it-2 p. 1190 Wisdom *** 
“God’s wisdom in a sacred secret.” The rebellion 
that broke out in Eden presented a challenge to 
God’s wisdom. His wise means for ending that 
rebellion—wiping out its effects and restoring 
peace, harmony, and right order in his universal 
family—formed “a sacred secret, the hidden wis-
dom, which God foreordained before the systems 
of things,” that is, those systems that have de-
veloped during man’s history outside Eden. (1Co 
2:7) Its outlines were contained in God’s dealings 
with, and promises to, his faithful servants during 
many centuries; it was foreshadowed and sym-
bolized in the Law covenant with Israel, including 
its priesthood and sacrifices, and was pointed to 
in innumerable prophecies and visions. 

Finally, after more than 4,000 years, the wisdom 
of that sacred secret was revealed in Jesus 
Christ (Col 1:26-28), through whom God pur-
posed “an administration at the full limit of the 
appointed times, namely, to gather all things to-
gether again in the Christ, the things in the heav-
ens and the things on the earth.” (Eph 1:8-11) 
God’s provision of the ransom for the salvation of 
obedient mankind and his purpose for a Kingdom 
government, headed by his Son and able to end 
all wickedness, were revealed. Since God’s 
grand purpose is founded on and centered in his 

Son, Christ Jesus “has become to us [Christians] 
wisdom from God.” (1Co 1:30) “Carefully con-
cealed in him are all the treasures of wisdom and 
of knowledge.” (Col 2:3) Only through him and by 
faith in him, God’s “Chief Agent of life,” can salva-
tion and life be attained. (Ac 3:15; Joh 14:6; 2Ti 
3:15) There is, therefore, no true wisdom that 
fails to consider Jesus Christ, that does not base 
its judgment and decisions solidly on God’s pur-
pose as revealed in him.—See JESUS CHRIST 
(His Vital Place in God’s Purpose). 

 

*** w03 6/15 pp. 24-25 Gilead School—60 Years 
of Missionary Training *** 
The school’s registrar, Wallace Liverance, 
brought the opening series of talks to a conclu-
sion with the theme “Speak God’s Wisdom in a 
Sacred Secret.” (1 Corinthians 2:7) What is this 
godly wisdom about which the apostle Paul 
spoke during the course of his missionary ser-
vice? It is Jehovah’s wise and powerful means to 
bring about universal peace and unity. This wis-
dom centers on Jesus. Rather than preaching a 
social gospel, Paul helped people to see how 
God would undo the consequences of Adam’s 
sin. (Ephesians 3:8, 9) The speaker exhorted his 
listeners: “Use your privilege of service as did 
Paul, who saw his missionary assignment as an 
opportunity to help people to see how Jehovah 
would carry out his purpose.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*** lv chap. 5 pp. 53-55 How to Keep Separate 
From the World *** 

RESISTING “THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD” 

7 Another way that Christians keep separate from 
the world is by resisting its evil spirit. “We re-
ceived, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
that is from God,” wrote Paul. (1 Corinthians 

(1 Corinthians 2:7) 7 But we speak God’s wis-
dom in a sacred secret, the hidden wisdom, 
which God foreordained before the systems of 
things for our glory. 
 

 

 

 

(1 Corinthians 2:12) 12 Now we received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit that is from 
God, so that we might know the things that 
have been kindly given us by God. 
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2:12) To the Ephesians, he said: “You at one time 
walked according to . . . this world, according to 
the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit that 
is now at work in the sons of disobedience.”—
Ephesians 2:2, 3. 

8 The world’s “air,” or spirit, is an invisible, impel-
ling force that incites disobedience to God and 
fosters “the desire of the flesh and the desire of 
the eyes.” (1 John 2:16; 1 Timothy 6:9, 10) “The 
authority” of this spirit lies in its appeal to the sin-
ful flesh, its subtlety, its relentlessness and, like 
air, its pervasiveness. Moreover, it is “at work” in 
disobedient humans by gradually nurturing in 
them ungodly traits, such as selfishness, haugh-
tiness, greedy ambition, and the spirit of moral 
independence and rebellion. Simply put, the spirit 
of the world progressively causes the traits of the 
Devil to grow in the hearts of humans.—John 
8:44; Acts 13:10; 1 John 3:8, 10. 

9 Can the spirit of the world take root in your 
mind and heart? Yes, but only if you let it do so 
by lowering your guard. (Read Proverbs 4:23.) Its 
influence often begins subtly, perhaps by way of 
associates who may appear to be good people 
but, in fact, have no love for Jehovah. (Proverbs 
13:20; 1 Corinthians 15:33) You can also absorb 
that evil spirit through objectionable literature, 
pornographic or apostate Internet sites, unwhole-
some entertainment, and highly competitive 
sports—really, through anyone or anything that 
conveys the thinking of Satan or his system. 

10 How can we resist the insidious spirit of the 
world and keep ourselves in God’s love? Only by 
taking full advantage of Jehovah’s spiritual provi-
sions and by praying constantly for holy spirit. 
Jehovah is far greater than the Devil or the wick-
ed world under satanic control. (1 John 4:4) How 
important, then, that we stay close to Jehovah in 
prayer! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*** w18 August p. 23 par. 1 Work With Jehovah 
Each Day *** 
THE Creator envisioned that perfect humans 
would cooperate with him to accomplish his pur-
poses. Despite mankind’s current imperfect state, 
faithful people can still work with Jehovah each 
day. For example, we become “God’s fellow 
workers” by preaching the good news of his 
Kingdom and making disciples. (1 Cor. 3:5-9) 
Just think what a privilege we have to be counted 
worthy of cooperating with the almighty Creator 
of the universe in a work that he considers im-
portant! 
 
 

 
*** cf chap. 13 p. 132 par. 10 “I Love the Father” 
*** 
Remember, Jesus drew closer to his Father by 
working with Him. Jehovah lovingly offers us the 
opportunity to be his “fellow workers.” 
(1 Corinthians 3:9) As we follow Jesus’ example 
in the ministry, we should always keep in mind 
that we are God’s fellow workers. Thus, the bond 
of love that unites us with Jehovah grows ever 
stronger. Could there be any greater privilege? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(1 Corinthians 3:9) 9 For we are God’s fellow 
workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, 
God’s building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


