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CHAPTER 63 

Jesus Offers Counsel About Stumbling and 
Sin 

 

(Matthew 18:6-20) But whoever stumbles one 
of these little ones who have faith in me, it 
would be better for him to have hung around 
his neck a millstone that is turned by a donkey 
and to be sunk in the open sea. 7 “Woe to the 
world because of the stumbling blocks! Of 
course, it is inevitable that stumbling blocks will 
come, but woe to the man through whom the 
stumbling block comes! 8 If, then, your hand or 
your foot makes you stumble, cut it off and 
throw it away from you. It is better for you to 
enter into life maimed or lame than to be 
thrown with two hands or two feet into the 
everlasting fire. 9 Also, if your eye makes you 
stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you. 
It is better for you to enter one-eyed into life 
than to be thrown with two eyes into the fiery 
Ge·henʹna. 10 See that you do not despise one 
of these little ones, for I tell you that their 
angels in heaven always look upon the face of 
my Father who is in heaven. 11 —— 12 “What 
do you think? If a man has 100 sheep and one 
of them strays, will he not leave the 99 on the 
mountains and set out on a search for the one 
that is straying? 13 And if he finds it, I certainly 
tell you, he rejoices more over it than over the 
99 that have not strayed. 14 Likewise, it is not a 
desirable thing to my Father who is in heaven 
for even one of these little ones to perish. 
15 “Moreover, if your brother commits a sin, go 
and reveal his fault between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained 
your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take 
along with you one or two more, so that on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses every 
matter may be established. 17 If he does not 
listen to them, speak to the congregation. If he 
does not listen even to the congregation, let 
him be to you just as a man of the nations and 

as a tax collector. 18 “Truly I say to you, 
whatever things you may bind on earth will be 
things already bound in heaven, and whatever 
things you may loosen on earth will be things 
already loosened in heaven. 19 Again I tell you 
truly, if two of you on earth agree concerning 
anything of importance that they should 
request, it will take place for them on account 
of my Father in heaven. 20 For where there are 
two or three gathered together in my name, 
there I am in their midst.” 

(Mark 9:38-50) John said to him: “Teacher, we 
saw someone expelling demons by using your 
name, and we tried to prevent him, because he 
was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said: “Do 
not try to prevent him, for there is no one who 
will do a powerful work on the basis of my 
name who will quickly be able to say anything 
bad about me. 40 For whoever is not against 
us is for us. 41 And whoever gives you a cup of 
water to drink because you belong to Christ, I 
tell you truly, he will by no means lose his 
reward. 42 But whoever stumbles one of these 
little ones who have faith, it would be better for 
him if a millstone that is turned by a donkey 
were put around his neck and he were pitched 
into the sea. 43 “If ever your hand makes you 
stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
into life maimed than to go off with two hands 
into Ge·henʹna, into the fire that cannot be put 
out. 44 —— 45 And if your foot makes you 
stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
into life lame than to be thrown with two feet 
into Ge·henʹna. 46 —— 47 And if your eye 
makes you stumble, throw it away. It is better 
for you to enter one-eyed into the Kingdom of 
God than to be thrown with two eyes into 
Ge·henʹna, 48 where the maggot does not die 
and the fire is not put out. 49 “For everyone 
must be salted with fire. 50 Salt is fine, but if 
the salt ever loses its saltiness, with what will 
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and 
keep peace with one another.” 
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(Luke 9:49, 50) In response John said: 
“Instructor, we saw someone expelling demons by 
using your name, and we tried to prevent him, 
because he is not following with us.” 50 But Jesus 
said to him: “Do not try to prevent him, for whoever 
is not against you is for you.” 

Paragraph 1 on Page 150  

(Matthew 18:5) and whoever receives one such 
young child on the basis of my name receives me 
also. 

Paragraph 2 on Page 150  

(Luke 9:49) In response John said: “Instructor, we 
saw someone expelling demons by using your 
name, and we tried to prevent him, because he is 
not following with us.” 

Paragraph 4 on Page 150  

(Mark 9:39-41) But Jesus said: “Do not try to 
prevent him, for there is no one who will do a 
powerful work on the basis of my name who will 
quickly be able to say anything bad about me. 
40 For whoever is not against us is for us. 41 And 
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because 
you belong to Christ, I tell you truly, he will by no 
means lose his reward. 

Paragraph 6 on Page 150  

(Mark 9:42) But whoever stumbles one of these 
little ones who have faith, it would be better for him 
if a millstone that is turned by a donkey were put 
around his neck and he were pitched into the sea. 

Paragraph 7 on Page 150  

(Matthew 18:10) See that you do not despise one 
of these little ones, for I tell you that their angels in 
heaven always look upon the face of my Father 
who is in heaven. 

(Matthew 18:14) Likewise, it is not a desirable thing 
to my Father who is in heaven for even one of 
these little ones to perish. 

 

 

Paragraph 1 on Page 151  

(Mark 9:50) Salt is fine, but if the salt ever loses its 
saltiness, with what will you season it? Have salt in 
yourselves, and keep peace with one another.” 

(Colossians 4:6) Let your words always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know 

how you should answer each person. 

Paragraph 2 on Page 151  

(Matthew 18:15-17) “Moreover, if your brother 
commits a sin, go and reveal his fault between you 
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained 
your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take along 
with you one or two more, so that on the testimony 
of two or three witnesses every matter may be 
established. 17 If he does not listen to them, speak 
to the congregation. If he does not listen even to 
the congregation, let him be to you just as a man of 
the nations and as a tax collector. 

Paragraph 3 on Page 151  

(Matthew 18:18-20) “Truly I say to you, whatever 
things you may bind on earth will be things already 
bound in heaven, and whatever things you may 
loosen on earth will be things already loosened in 
heaven. 19 Again I tell you truly, if two of you on 
earth agree concerning anything of importance that 
they should request, it will take place for them on 
account of my Father in heaven. 20 For where 
there are two or three gathered together in my 
name, there I am in their midst.” 
 

◇Why is the man casting out demons not to be 

viewed as an opposer? 
_________________________________________
______________________________ 

◇How serious is the matter of stumbling a little 

one, and how does Jesus illustrate the importance 
of such little ones? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

◇What guidance does Jesus provide about the 

course to follow if a brother commits a sin? 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_____________________________ 


