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rr “A Letter From the Governing Body” and 
“Explanation of Special Features” 

 
(Isaiah 60:22) The little one will become a 
thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I 
myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own 
time.” 

(Zechariah 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of 
armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all 
the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, 
they will take firm hold of the robe of a Jew, 
saying: “We want to go with you, for we have 
heard that God is with you people.”’” 

(Proverbs 4:18) But the path of the righteous is 
like the bright morning light That grows brighter 
and brighter until full daylight. 

(John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which 
are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, 
and they will listen to my voice, and they will 
become one flock, one shepherd. 

(Romans 5:18) So, then, as through one 
trespass the result to men of all sorts was 
condemnation, so too through one act of 
justification the result to men of all sorts is their 
being declared righteous for life. 

(James 2:23) and the scripture was fulfilled that 
says: “Abraham put faith in Jehovah, and it 
was counted to him as righteousness,” and he 
came to be called Jehovah’s friend. 

(Matthew 24:21) for then there will be great 
tribulation such as has not occurred since the 
world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur 
again. 

(Matthew 25:31, 32) “When the Son of man 
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit down on his glorious throne. 
32 All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate people one from another, 

just as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. 

(Ezekiel 38:1-23) The word of Jehovah again 
came to me, saying: 2 “Son of man, set your 
face against Gog of the land of Maʹgog, the 
head chieftain of Meʹshech and Tuʹbal, and 
prophesy against him. 3 Say, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am 
against you, O Gog, head chieftain of 
Meʹshech and Tuʹbal. 4 I will turn you around 
and put hooks in your jaws and bring you out 
with all your army, horses and horsemen, all of 
them clothed in splendor, a vast assembly with 
large shields and bucklers, all of them wielding 
swords; 5 Persia, E·thi·oʹpi·a, and Put are with 
them, all of them with buckler and helmet; 
6 Goʹmer and all its troops, the house of 
To·garʹmah from the remotest parts of the 
north, along with all its troops—many peoples 
are with you. 7 “‘“Be ready, prepare yourselves, 
you with all your armies that are assembled 
with you, and you will be their commander. 
8 “‘“You will be given attention after many days. 
In the final part of the years you will invade the 
land whose people have been restored from 
the ravages of the sword, collected together 
out of many peoples onto the mountains of 
Israel, which had long been lying devastated. 
The inhabitants of this land were restored from 
the peoples, and all of them dwell in security. 
9 You will come against them like a storm, and 
you will cover the land like clouds, you and all 
your troops and many peoples with you.”’ 
10 “This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah 
says: ‘In that day thoughts will come into your 
heart, and you will devise an evil plan. 11 You 
will say: “I will invade the land of unprotected 
settlements. I will come against those living in 
security, without disturbance, all of them living 
in settlements unprotected by walls, bars, or 
gates.” 12 It will be to take much spoil and 
plunder, to attack the devastated places that 
are now inhabited and a people regathered 
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from the nations, who are accumulating wealth 
and property, those who are living in the center 
of the earth. 13 “‘Sheʹba and Deʹdan, the 
merchants of Tarʹshish and all its warriors will 
say to you: “Are you invading to get much spoil 
and plunder? Have you assembled your armies 
to carry off silver and gold, to take wealth and 
property, to seize a very great spoil?”’ 14 “So 
prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “On 
that day when my people Israel are dwelling in 
security, will you not know it? 15 You will come 
from your place, from the remotest parts of the 
north, you and many peoples with you, all of 
them riding on horses, a great assembly, a 
vast army. 16 Like clouds covering the land, 
you will come against my people Israel. In the 
final part of the days I will bring you against my 
land so that the nations may know me when I 
sanctify myself through you before their eyes, 
O Gog.”’ 17 “This is what the Sovereign Lord 
Jehovah says: ‘Are you not the same one I 
spoke about in the former days through my 
servants the prophets of Israel, who 
prophesied for many years that you would be 
brought against them?’ 18 “‘On that day, the 
day when Gog invades the land of Israel,’ 
declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘my 
great rage will flare up. 19 In my zeal, in the fire 
of my fury, I will speak; and in that day there 
will be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. 
20 Because of me the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the sky, the wild beasts of the field, all the 
reptiles that creep on the ground, and all 
humans on the surface of the earth will 
tremble, and the mountains will be thrown 
down, and the cliffs will fall, and every wall will 
collapse to the ground.’ 21 “‘I will call for a 
sword against him on all my mountains,’ 
declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. ‘Every 
man’s sword will be against his own brother. 
22 I will bring my judgment against him with 
pestilence and bloodshed; and I will rain down 
a torrential downpour and hailstones and fire 

and sulfur on him and on his troops and on the 
many peoples with him. 23 And I will certainly 
magnify myself and sanctify myself and make 
myself known before the eyes of many nations; 
and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’ 

(Ezekiel 39:1-29) “And you, son of man, 
prophesy against Gog, and tell him, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I am 
against you, Gog, head chieftain of Meʹshech 
and Tuʹbal. 2 I will turn you around and lead 
you and make you come up from the remotest 
parts of the north and bring you in upon the 
mountains of Israel. 3 I will knock your bow out 
of your left hand and make your arrows fall 
from your right hand. 4 On the mountains of 
Israel you will fall, you and all your troops and 
the peoples who will be with you. I will give you 
as food to all kinds of birds of prey and the wild 
beasts of the field.”’ 5 “‘You will fall on the open 
field, for I myself have spoken,’ declares the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 6 “‘And I will send fire 
against Maʹgog and against those who are 
inhabiting the islands in security, and they will 
have to know that I am Jehovah. 7 I will make 
my holy name known among my people Israel, 
and I will not allow my holy name to be 
profaned any longer; and the nations will have 
to know that I am Jehovah, the Holy One in 
Israel.’ 8 “‘Yes, this is coming, and it will be 
done,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 
‘This is the day I have spoken about. 9 The 
inhabitants of the cities of Israel will go out and 
make fires with the weapons—the bucklers and 
shields, the bows and arrows, the war clubs 
and lances. And they will use them to light fires 
for seven years. 10 They will not need to take 
wood from the field or gather firewood from the 
forests because they will use the weapons to 
light fires.’ “‘They will take spoil from those who 
despoiled them and plunder from those who 
had been plundering them,’ declares the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 11 “‘On that day I will 
give Gog a burial place there in Israel, in the 
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valley of those who travel east of the sea, and 
it will block the path of those passing through. 
That is where they will bury Gog and all his 
hordes, and they will call it the Valley of 
Hamon-Gog. 12 The house of Israel will spend 
seven months burying them in order to cleanse 
the land. 13 All the people of the land will work 
at burying them, and this will bring them fame 
in the day that I glorify myself,’ declares the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 14 “‘Men will be 
assigned to pass through the land constantly 
and bury the bodies left remaining on the 
surface of the earth, in order to cleanse it. They 
will continue the search for seven months. 
15 When those who pass through the land see 
a human bone, they will set up a marker beside 
it. Then those assigned to do the burying will 
bury it in the Valley of Hamon-Gog. 16 And 
there will also be a city there named 
Ha·moʹnah. And they will cleanse the land.’ 
17 “As for you, son of man, this is what the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘Say to every 
sort of bird and to all the wild beasts of the 
field, “Gather yourselves together and come. 
Gather all around my sacrifice that I am 
preparing for you, a great sacrifice on the 
mountains of Israel. You will eat flesh and drink 
blood. 18 You will eat the flesh of mighty ones 
and drink the blood of the chieftains of the 
earth—the rams, lambs, goats, and bulls—all 
the fattened animals of Baʹshan. 19 You will 
gorge yourselves on fat and drink blood until 
you are drunk from the sacrifice that I prepare 
for you.”’ 20 “‘At my table you will be filled up 
with horses and charioteers, mighty ones and 
all sorts of warriors,’ declares the Sovereign 
Lord Jehovah. 21 “‘I will display my glory 
among the nations, and all the nations will see 
the judgment that I have executed and the 
power that I have demonstrated among them. 
22 From that day on the house of Israel will 
have to know that I am Jehovah their God. 
23 And the nations will have to know that the 
house of Israel went into exile because of their 

own error, because they were unfaithful to me. 
So I hid my face from them and handed them 
over to their enemies, and they all fell by the 
sword. 24 I dealt with them according to their 
uncleanness and their transgressions, and I hid 
my face from them.’ 25 “Therefore this is what 
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘I will restore 
the captives of Jacob and have mercy on the 
whole house of Israel; and I will zealously 
defend my holy name. 26 After they have been 
humiliated for all their unfaithfulness toward 
me, they will dwell securely on their land, with 
no one to make them afraid. 27 When I bring 
them back from the peoples and collect them 
together from the lands of their enemies, I will 
also sanctify myself among them before the 
eyes of many nations.’ 28 “‘They will have to 
know that I am Jehovah their God when I send 
them into exile among the nations and then 
gather them back to their land, not leaving any 
of them behind. 29 I will not hide my face from 
them any longer, for I will pour out my spirit on 
the house of Israel,’ declares the Sovereign 
Lord Jehovah.” 

(Ezekiel 9:1-11) He then called out in my ears 
with a loud voice, saying: “Summon those who 
will bring punishment on the city, each one with 
his weapon for destruction in his hand!” 2 I saw 
six men coming from the direction of the upper 
gate that faces north, each with his weapon for 
smashing in his hand; and there was one man 
among them clothed in linen, with a secretary’s 
inkhorn at his waist, and they came in and 
stood beside the copper altar. 3 Then the glory 
of the God of Israel rose from where it had 
rested above the cherubs and moved to the 
threshold of the doorway of the house, and he 
began calling out to the man who was clothed 
in linen, at whose waist was the secretary’s 
inkhorn. 4 Jehovah said to him: “Go through 
the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on 
the foreheads of the men who are sighing and 
groaning over all the detestable things that are 
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being done in the city.” 5 And to the others he 
said in my hearing: “Go through the city after 
him and strike. Do not let your eye feel sorry, 
and do not feel any compassion. 6 Old man, 
young man, virgin, little child, and women you 
should kill off completely. But do not go near to 
any man on whom there is the mark. You 
should start from my sanctuary.” So they 
started with the elders who were in front of the 
house. 7 Then he said to them: “Defile the 
house and fill the courtyards with the slain. 
Go!” So they went out and struck down people 
in the city. 8 While they were striking them 
down, I alone was left, and I fell facedown and 
cried out: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! 
Are you going to destroy all the remaining ones 
of Israel while you pour out your rage on 
Jerusalem?” 9 So he said to me: “The error of 
the house of Israel and Judah is very, very 
great. The land is filled with bloodshed, and the 
city is full of corruption. For they say, ‘Jehovah 
has left the land, and Jehovah is not seeing.’ 
10 But as for me, my eye will not feel sorry; nor 
will I show compassion. The consequences of 
their way I will bring down on their own head.” 
11 Then I saw the man clothed in linen with the 
inkhorn at his waist bringing back word, saying: 
“I have done just as you have commanded 
me.” 

(Ezekiel 37:1-28) The hand of Jehovah was 
upon me, and by his spirit Jehovah took me 
and set me down in the middle of the valley 
plain, and it was full of bones. 2 He had me 
pass all around them, and I saw that there 
were very many bones lying in the valley plain, 
and they were very dry. 3 He asked me: “Son 
of man, can these bones come to life?” To that 
I said: “Sovereign Lord Jehovah, you are the 
one who knows.” 4 So he said to me: 
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, 
‘You dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah: 
5 “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah 
says to these bones: “I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will put 
sinews and flesh on you, and I will cover you 
with skin and put breath in you, and you will 
come to life; and you will have to know that I 
am Jehovah.”’” 7 Then I prophesied just as I 
had been commanded. As soon as I 
prophesied, there was a noise, a rattling 
sound, and the bones began to come together, 
bone to bone. 8 Then I saw sinews and flesh 
come on them, and skin covered over them. 
But there was still no breath in them. 9 He then 
said to me: “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the wind, ‘This is what 
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “From the 
four winds come in, O wind, and blow upon 
these people who were killed, so that they may 
come to life.”’” 10 So I prophesied just as he 
commanded me, and breath came into them, 
and they began to live and to stand on their 
feet, an extremely large army. 11 Then he said 
to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. Here they are saying, ‘Our 
bones are dry, and our hope has perished. We 
are completely cut off.’ 12 So prophesy and say 
to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord 
Jehovah says: “I will open your graves and 
raise you up from your graves, my people, and 
bring you to the land of Israel. 13 And you will 
have to know that I am Jehovah when I open 
your graves and when I raise you up out of 
your graves, O my people.”’ 14 ‘I will put my 
spirit in you and you will come to life, and I will 
settle you on your land; and you will have to 
know that I myself, Jehovah, have spoken and 
I have done it,’ declares Jehovah.” 15 The word 
of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 16 “And 
you, son of man, take a stick and write on it, 
‘For Judah and for the people of Israel who are 
with him.’ Then take another stick and write on 
it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of Eʹphra·im, and all 
the house of Israel who are with him.’ 17 Then 
bring them close to each other so that they 
become just one stick in your hand. 18 When 
your people say to you, ‘Will you not tell us 
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what these things mean?’ 19 tell them, ‘This is 
what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I will 
take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of 
Eʹphra·im, and the tribes of Israel who are with 
him, and I will join them to the stick of Judah; 
and I will make them one stick, and they will 
become one in my hand.”’ 20 The sticks that 
you write on should be in your hand for them to 
see. 21 “Then tell them, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I will take the 
Israelites from among the nations where they 
have gone, and I will collect them together from 
every direction and bring them to their land. 
22 I will make them one nation in the land, on 
the mountains of Israel, and one king will rule 
over all of them, and they will no longer be two 
nations; nor will they be divided any longer into 
two kingdoms. 23 They will no longer defile 
themselves with their disgusting idols and their 
detestable practices and all their 
transgressions. I will save them from all their 
unfaithfulness by which they have sinned, and I 
will cleanse them. They will be my people, and 
I myself will be their God. 24 “‘“My servant 
David will be their king, and they will all have 
one shepherd. They will walk in my judicial 
decisions and carefully observe my statutes. 
25 They will dwell on the land that I gave to my 
servant, to Jacob, where your forefathers lived, 
and they will dwell on it forever, they and their 
children and their children’s children; and 
David my servant will be their chieftain forever. 
26 “‘“And I will make a covenant of peace with 
them; it will be an eternal covenant with them. I 
will establish them and make them many and 
place my sanctuary among them forever. 
27 My tent will be with them, and I will be their 
God, and they will be my people. 28 And the 
nations will have to know that I, Jehovah, am 
sanctifying Israel when my sanctuary is in their 
midst forever.”’” 

(Ezekiel 36:23) ‘I will certainly sanctify my great 
name, which was profaned among the nations, 

which you profaned among them; and the 
nations will have to know that I am Jehovah,’ 
declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘when I 
am sanctified among you before their eyes. 

(Ezekiel 38:23) And I will certainly magnify 
myself and sanctify myself and make myself 
known before the eyes of many nations; and 
they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’ 

(Ezekiel 40:4) The man said to me: “Son of 
man, look closely, listen carefully, and pay 
attention to everything I show you, for that is 
why you were brought here. Tell the house of 
Israel everything that you see.” 

 

 
Explanation of Special Features 

 

TEACHING BOXES 

Teaching boxes in this publication are 

labeled with a chapter number and a 

sequential letter. For example, the three 

boxes in Chapter 10 are labeled 10A, 10B, 

and 10C. In electronic formats, readers 

have the option to browse all the boxes at 

once in the “Teaching Boxes” section. 

Some additional features of this 

publication are available in electronic 

formats only. 

TIME LINES 

Many teaching boxes contain time lines. 

Folds, as shown in the example, indicate 

that a span of time has been compressed to 

fit within the artwork. (For an example, 

see box 8B.) In some cases, these folds 
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indicate an unknown length of time.—See 

box 9E. 

Abbreviations used in this publication: 

B.C.E.—before the Common Era 

C.E.—Common Era 

c.—circa (about) 

[Time line on page 5] 

607 B.C.E. 

1914 C.E. 

 


