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Paragraph 4 

[Footnote]** 

See “Questions From Readers” in the 

September 15, 2014, issue of The Watchtower. 

QUESTIONS FROM READERS 

Do David’s observation at Psalm 37:25 and Jesus’ 

statement at Matthew 6:33 mean that Jehovah 

would never allow a Christian to lack sufficient 

food? 

▪ David wrote that he had “not seen anyone 

righteous abandoned, nor his children looking for 

bread.” He thus made a general statement based 

on his own experience. He well knew God’s 

consistent care. (Ps. 37:25) David’s words, 

however, do not mean that no worshipper ever 

suffered want or ever will. 

There were times when David himself experienced 

trying circumstances. One such time was when he 

was fleeing from Saul. David’s provisions were low, 

and he asked for bread for himself and those who 

were with him. (1 Sam. 21:1-6) So in that instance, 

David was “looking for bread.” Yet, in that critical 

situation, he knew that Jehovah had not forsaken 

him. The fact is, we nowhere read that David had to 

beg in order to obtain the food he needed to 

survive. 

At Matthew 6:33, we find Jesus’ assurance that 

God will fill the needs of faithful servants who put 

Kingdom interests first in life. “Keep on, then, 

seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness,” 

Jesus said, “and all these other things [including 

food, drink, and clothing] will be added to you.” 

However, Jesus also indicated that because of 

persecution, his “brothers” might experience 

hunger. (Matt. 25:35, 37, 40) That happened to the 

apostle Paul. He at times experienced hunger and 

thirst.—2 Cor. 11:27. 

Jehovah tells us that we will be persecuted in 

various ways. He may allow us to undergo 

deprivation as we help to answer the charges 

brought by the Devil. (Job 2:3-5) For example, 

some of our fellow Christians, such as those who 

were put in Nazi concentration camps, have found 

themselves in peril because of persecution. 

Depriving the Witnesses of adequate food was one 

diabolical method used in an effort to break their 

integrity. Faithful Witnesses remained obedient to 

Jehovah; he did not forsake them. He allowed them 

to undergo this trial, just as he permits all Christians 

to face trials of various sorts. However, there is no 

doubt that Jehovah supports all who suffer for his 

name’s sake. (1 Cor. 10:13) We can bear in mind 

the words of Philippians 1:29: “You have been 

given the privilege in behalf of Christ, not only to 

put your faith in him but also to suffer in his behalf.” 

Jehovah promises to be with his servants. Isaiah 

54:17, for example, states: “No weapon formed 

against you will have any success.” This and similar 

promises guarantee the safety of God’s people as a 

whole. Individually, though, a Christian may 

undergo tests, even to the point of death. 

////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Paragraph 8 

See the May 1, 1999, issue of The Watchtower, 

p. 19. 

*** w99 5/1 p. 19 pars. 20-23 “Let the Reader Use 

Discernment” *** 

20 How, then, did the comparatively small number 

of chosen ones back then act on Jesus’ advice? By 

leaving Judea and fleeing to the mountains across 

the Jordan, they showed that they were no part of 

the Jewish system, politically or religiously. They 

left fields and homes, not even gathering their 

possessions from their houses. Confident of the 

protection and support of Jehovah, they put his 

worship ahead of everything else that might seem 

important.—Mark 10:29, 30; Luke 9:57-62. 

21 Consider, now, the larger fulfillment. We have 

for many decades been urging people to get out of 

false religion and to take up true worship. 

(Revelation 18:4, 5) Millions have done so. Jesus’ 

prophecy does not indicate that once the great 

tribulation breaks out, masses will turn to pure 

worship; certainly, there was no mass conversion of 

Jews in 66 C.E. Yet, true Christians will have great 

incentive to apply Jesus’ warning and flee. 



22 We cannot presently have full details about the 

great tribulation, but we can logically conclude that 

for us the flight Jesus spoke of will not be in a 

geographic sense. God’s people are already 

around the globe, virtually in every corner. We can 

be sure, though, that when flight is necessary, 

Christians will have to continue to maintain a clear 

distinction between themselves and false religious 

organizations. It is also significant that Jesus 

warned about not going back to one’s house to 

retrieve garments or other goods. (Matthew 

24:17, 18) So there may be tests ahead as to how 

we view material things; are they the most 

important thing, or is the salvation that will come for 

all on God’s side more important? Yes, our fleeing 

may involve some hardships and deprivations. We 

will have to be ready to do whatever it takes, as did 

our first-century counterparts who fled from Judea 

to Perea, across the Jordan. 

23 We must be certain that our refuge continues to 

be Jehovah and his mountainlike organization. 

(2 Samuel 22:2, 3; Psalm 18:2; Daniel 2:35, 44) 

That is where we will find protection! We will not 

imitate the masses of mankind who will flee to “the 

caves” and hide “in the rock-masses of the 

mountains”—human organizations and institutions 

that may remain for a very short while after Babylon 

the Great is desolated. (Revelation 6:15; 18:9-11) 

True, times may get more difficult—as they would 

have been in 66 C.E. for pregnant women who fled 

Judea or for anyone who had to travel in cold, rainy 

weather. But we can be sure that God will make 

survival possible. Let us even now reinforce our 

reliance on Jehovah and his Son, now reigning as 

King of the Kingdom. 

 

 


