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PLEASE NOTE - The references below are taken from
the 86-22 Index. Many verses have additional references
that have not been included due to time & space. We are
encouraged to do additional personal research.

(2 Kings 5:1) 5 Now Na'a-man the army chief of
the king of Syria was a prominent man who was
held in esteem by his lord, because through him
Jehovah had given victory to Syria. He was a
mighty warrior, although he was a leper.

*** it-2 p. 456 Naaman ***

2. A Syrian army chief of the tenth century
B.C.E., during the reigns of Jehoram of Israel
and Ben-hadad Il of Syria. Naaman, ‘a great, val-
iant, mighty man held in esteem,” was the one by
whom “Jehovah had given salvation to Syria.”
(2Ki 5:1) The Bible gives no details as to how or
why Naaman was used to bring this salvation to
Syria. One possibility is that Naaman headed the
Syrian forces that successfully resisted the ef-
forts of Assyrian King Shalmaneser 11l to overrun
Syria. Since, by remaining free, Syria formed a
buffer state between Israel and Assyria, this may
have served the purpose of slowing down Assyr-
ia’s aggressive push in the W until Jehovah’s due
time to allow the northern kingdom to go into ex-
ile.

Cured of Leprosy.
Naaman was a leper, and while the Syrians did
not demand his isolation as Jehovah'’s law re-
quired of lepers in Israel, yet to learn how he
might be cured of this loathsome disease was
indeed welcome news.

(2 Kings 5:3) 3 She said to her mistress: “If only
my lord would visit the prophet in Sa-mar'i-a!
Then he would cure him of his leprosy.”

*** W08 2/15 pp. 9-10 par. 14 Walk in Jehovah’s
Ways Fkk

14 Centuries later, a little Israelite girl taken cap-
tive by a marauding band became a servant in
the home of the Syrian army commander
Naaman, a man afflicted with leprosy. Having
heard about the miracles God performed through

the prophet Elisha, the girl courageously told

Naaman’s wife: ‘If my master would go to Israel,
Jehovah'’s prophet would cure him of his leprosy.’
Naaman did go to Israel, and he was miraculous-
ly healed. (2 Ki. 5:1-3) What a fine example that
girl is for youngsters who rely on Jehovah for the
courage to witness to teachers, schoolmates,
and others!

*** w05 8/1 p. 10 par. 2 Highlights From the Book

of Second Kings ***

5:3. The little Israelite girl had faith in God’s abil-
ity to perform miracles. She also had the courage
to speak about her faith. Do you young ones
strive to fortify your faith in God’s promises and
muster up courage to share the truth with your
teachers and fellow students?

(2 Kings 5:18, 19) 18 But may Jehovah forgive
your servant for this one thing: When my lord
goes into the house of Rim'mon to bow down
there, he supports himself on my arm, so | have
to bow down at the house of Rim'mon. When |
bow down at the house of Rim'mon, may Jeho-
vah, please, forgive your servant for this.” 19 At
this he said to him: “Go in peace.” After he de-
parted from him and had traveled for some dis-
tance,

*** w05 8/1 p. 9 par. 3 Highlights From the Book
of Second Kings ***

5:18, 19—Was Naaman requesting forgiveness
for having to participate in a religious act? The
Syrian king evidently was old and weak and had
to lean upon Naaman for support. When the king
bowed down in worship to Rimmon, Naaman did
also. For Naaman, though, it was a purely me-
chanical act, strictly for the purpose of supporting
the body of the king and not for rendering wor-
ship. Naaman was asking Jehovah to forgive him
for performing this civil duty. Believing Naaman,
Elisha said to him: “Go in peace.”

Page ]

(2 Kings 5:20-27) 20 Ge-ha'zi the attendant of
E-li'sha the man of the true God said to himself:
‘Here my master has spared this Syrian
Na'a-man by not accepting from him what he
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*** w15 5/15 p. 11 par. 9 Be Watchful—Satan
Wants to Devour You! ***

9 In his attempts to hinder God’s purpose, Satan
shows himself to be vicious in yet another way. A
famished lion feels no pity for its prey. It feels no
compassion before the kill and experiences no
remorse afterward. In a similar way, Satan has
shown no pity for those whom he tries to devour.
For example, think about how often Satan the
Devil must have been lurking somewhere when
the Israelites succumbed to such sins as sexual
immorality and greed. When you read about the
tragic consequences that befell immoral Zimri
and greedy Gehazi, for instance, can you “see”

the roaring lion reveling in his conquest?—Num.
25:6-8, 14, 15; 2 Ki. 5:20-27.

(2 Kings 6:4) 4 So he went with them,
and they came to the Jordan and began
to cut down the trees.

*** w63 5/15 pp. 313-314 Historic Jordan River

*kk

THE LOWER VALLEY

Four miles south the river Yarmuk joins the Jor-
dan. Here in 1932 was inaugurated a hydroelec-
tric scheme with a large storage reservoir. The
color of the river now ranges from tawny to cof-
fee-colored, as it writhes from one side of the
plain to the other, cutting deeply into its banks,
carrying much earth and clay along its course.
Naaman, used to clear waters, at first objected to
such a muddy river. (2 Ki. 5:10-14) But Jesus, the
Son of God, willingly went out to John the Baptist
to be immersed in this same Jordan River. (Matt.
3:13-16) Really, the clay along its banks can be
most useful. Many metal articles for Solomon’s
temple in Jerusalem were made from Jordan clay
molds. At ancient Succoth slag has been found
to prove these foundry activities.—1 Ki. 7:45, 46.

Throughout this sixty-five miles of lower valley,
from the air the river looks like a chain of brass
loops as it corkscrews about, so that its real
length is two hundred miles. Now gliding, now
cascading swiftly over rapids, the waters fre-
quently run between steep banks and are
hemmed in elsewhere by an impenetrable jungle
of trees and bushes that often trail their branches
in the stream. (Jer. 12:5; 2 Ki. 6:4) Still the habitat
of many wild animals, including the jackal, wolf
and wild boar, the Zor, as it is called, once ech-
oed to the roar of lions, but the last one was re-
ported in the fourteenth century. (Jer. 49:19)
Above, grayish marl hills lead up to the Ghor, or
valley proper, often 150 feet higher than the Zor.
A further steep ascent is necessary to reach the
plateau on each side of the valley, running up in-
to hills 3,000 feet in height.
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Contrasted with the cool air of the hill country,
this unique rift valley can burn like a furnace,
bringing subtropical conditions. A temperature of
95° to 105° F. is average in summer, butin 1941,
for instance, 129° F. was recorded. The contrast
is very noticeable if the clouds scudding in over
Jerusalem from the Mediterranean are observed.
As they pass over the Jordan valley the rising hot
air causes them to vanish completely, only to
form again over the mountains of Moab in the
east.

At times the valley has a parched, desolate ap-
pearance because most of its possibilities remain
untapped, but at one time it was thickly populat-
ed, 130 ancient sites being discovered in the
Beth-shean area alone. Its fertility is especially
apparent in springtime.—Cant. 2:11, 12.

Birdlife is plentiful in the valley. As you listen to
the music of the white-spectacled bulbul or night-
ingale you may see the brilliant blue-and red-
plumed kingfisher flash across the river, or watch
a great gray shrike planning its next meal as it
impales a beetle on a thornbush spike. A cormo-
rant will flick a fish in the air, and a pelican nimbly
intercept it before it comes down again. The val-
ley forms a wonderful migration corridor between
eastern Europe and Africa, offering plenty of
fresh water and food; it is used by more than four
hundred different species of birds. Talking of
food, what a sight H. B. Tristram records! He saw
swarms of locusts (in the wingless stage) march-
ing up the trees, stripping off even the bark, and
then, pushed on by others from behind, falling by
thousands into the river, where, “in serried ranks,
with noses up and mouths open, rested just on
the surface shoals of the common Jordan fish in
guiet anticipation of the feast, which was literally
for hours dropping into their mouths.”
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